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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [4.55 pm]:  I move -  

That the house do now adjourn. 

Children in Detention - Adjournment Debate 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [4.56 pm]:  I wish to raise an issue of major concern to me 
and members on this side of the house; that is, the proliferation of non decision making by this government and 
its impact on children.  I refer in particular to the number of children who are in East Perth lockup.  I refer in 
particular to an article in The West Australian this week about the overcrowding crisis in juvenile detention 
centres and how that is forcing the police to jail children with hardened adult criminals in East Perth lockup.  The 
article reported that the police have been holding 10 boys and three girls in East Perth lockup for a number of 
nights.  There are currently 112 juveniles on remand and a further 56 serving sentences.  At the same time last 
year, there were 76 juveniles on remand and 49 serving sentences.  That indicates to me that there is a serious 
escalation in the number of children being held in adult facilities in this state.  If that does not indicate a 
dysfunctional government, I do not know what does.  This government is awash with funds.  However, it has 
demonstrated its complete lack of planning and future direction for the children of this state.  The government 
knew last year that a high number of children needed to be placed in juvenile detention centres but that those 
centres did not have room for those children.   

That is an indictment of this government.  It is typical of its inaction and its lack of planning for facilities for 
children.  I consider this to be a serious human rights issue for the children of this state.  The government has 
failed to establish any forthright policy direction for children.  Everything it seems to do for children is done by 
way of a backflip after it is forced by this very good opposition to make decisions, two of which were 
establishing the children’s commissioner for Western Australia and mandatory reporting of child abuse, but I 
could go on.  The government has not shown leadership on children’s issues in Western Australia.  More 
resources are needed to provide detention facilities.  We did not find this out last Friday night when 13 children 
were held at the East Perth lockup.  This issue was known to the government at least a year ago, yet there has 
been no further expansion of the facilities at Banksia Hill Detention Centre or Rangeview Remand Centre.  The 
Commissioner of Police has expressed extreme concern at the number of children who were detained. 

The chickens are coming home to roost for this government.  It does not have a properly functioning Department 
for Community Development that puts in place preventive programs so that children are helped at the point at 
which it is most needed.  We know there are a number of areas in this state with high-risk children and families.  
We know that those children will fail at school and will end up in detention centres or in prison, but what does 
this government do?  It sits on its hands and acts only when members of the opposition parties push it to make a 
decision.  This is a disgraceful human rights issue and this government should hang its head in shame.  Premier 
Carpenter, who is in charge of a dysfunctional government, with minister after minister falling over, should look 
at the priorities of this state, especially when the government is awash with funds in these good times in the 
resources sector.  Some of the funds flowing to the government should be expended on prevention programs for 
kids on the street and for children who offend.  We have a great deal of knowledge of the sorts of programs that 
can be put in place.   

Last year I asked the Minister for Education and Training what would happen to the roots of empathy program at 
primary schools, whereby staff work with little children on anger management and frustration issues.  Those 
behaviours are displayed later when children commit offences such as breaking and entering.  We know that 
children who fail early at school will end up in the criminal justice system.  What was the answer to my 
question?  I was advised that $30 000 was spent on the roots of empathy program and that between 18 and 20 
workers at the schools had been trained to work on those programs.  It is a very good program and those workers 
are waiting to be told whether they have jobs and whether the program will continue.  The Minister for 
Education and Training is sitting on that report.  That is just one situation that contributes to the sorts of issues I 
am talking about.  This article is disgraceful evidence that a large number of children in this state are being held 
in adult prisons or lockups or in detention centres with hardened criminals.  That is a disgrace.  That is the sort of 
reputation a Third World country would have.  This must be sheeted home to the responsible ministers and, in 
the main, to Mr Carpenter, because he is in charge of a dysfunctional government. 

Western Australian College of Teaching - Adjournment Debate 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan) [5.04 pm]:  I speak on behalf of the teaching fraternity of this 
state.  More than two and a half years after the promulgation of the Western Australian College of Teaching Act, 
there is still no elected teacher representation on the WACOT board.  Quite frankly, that is disgraceful.  The 
board is meant to establish standards with teachers.  All teachers in Western Australia must belong to WACOT; 
it is mandated.  According to the act, 10 of the 19 members of the board should be elected by teachers.  At this 
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stage, there are no elected teacher representatives on WACOT.  Is it any wonder that disillusionment and 
cynicism permeates members of the teaching profession when the very body that is meant to be their 
representative body to enable them to have a say on the direction of government policy and education is being 
denied their representatives?  I will not go through the process of the WACOT act and the board’s 
disenfranchisement.  I went through that when we debated the disallowance motion on this issue in November 
2006.  Suffice to say, on 13 August 2003, in a second reading speech on the WACOT bill, the then Minister for 
Education and Training, Hon Alan Carpenter, stated - 

The college will be a professional body of and for teachers.  Its role is to promote and enhance the 
teaching profession. . . .  

The main emphasis in the Western Australian College of Teaching Bill 2003 is on its advocacy role on 
behalf of all teachers and the teaching profession.  . . . will raise community awareness of the important 
role teachers play in building an educated and skilled nation.   

That is such good rhetoric but unfortunately there is no substance to support it.  As I said, ideally, at this stage 
we should have 10 teacher representatives on a 19-member board.  At this stage we have no teacher 
representatives.  We should have seven from the public sector, two from the Catholic Education Commission 
and one from the independent sector.  The board has no teacher representation.   
The election that was called last year was problematic from the word go.  There was a minor technical issue with 
the rules.  The Electoral Commissioner could not delegate responsibility for the election according to the act.  
Therefore, the election was called off.  It was a minor technical issue.  Some would suggest that the election 
could have gone ahead anyway.  Regardless of that, the previous minister and the current minister have both said 
that they will put rules to regulations.  I have received sound advice on this issue.  The transference from rules to 
regulations does not take 12 months, eight months, six months or four months.  I have been advised that it will 
take one to two weeks.  If that is the case, why are there still no regulations for a new election?  Why do we still 
not have teacher representation on the WACOT board?  The government is on a hiding to nothing on this issue.  
It already has teachers offside.  It could easily reverse that situation by giving them representation on the 
WACOT board.  It would automatically empower teachers in the decision-making process.  If the government 
were serious about engaging teachers, making them feel significant and giving them a sense of self-worth, it 
would take this advice.  It should not need me to tell it what to do.  It should listen to the very people it purports 
to represent.  It should listen to the teaching fraternity and give them representation.  I asked a question about 
this issue on Tuesday, 20 March.  I referred to the WACOT website, which states - 

While it is very difficult to predict the timing of parliamentary processes, it is hoped that a fresh 
election can be held by the end of the year.   

It has to be joking!  That will be 18 months after the entitlement period, three and a half years after the WACOT 
act was promulgated.  How can any logical person create legitimacy out of that statement?  They simply cannot.  
The response to my question from the minister was - 

From the experience last year, it is preferable not to give a fixed date for the election. 
That is code for saying, “Yes, I agree.  I hope we have it by the end of the year.”  I cannot for the life of me work 
out why that is the case.  The government should move the rules to regulations in one week, a month at the most, 
and have the election within a matter of months.  That is the challenge I lay down to the government - give 
teachers their legitimate representation on their board, the WACOT board.  How on earth can we expect the 
respect of teachers when we cannot give them their legitimate representation?   

The voting system to elect the WACOT board is another issue.  Under the Freedom of Information Act I 
obtained the decisions from government on the WACOT decision.  A letter from the former Minister for 
Education and Training to Janet Rodgers, the director of WACOT, dated 13 July, reads - 
 The rules as adopted include matters that cannot be included on legal grounds and matters that cannot 

be supported on grounds of policy.  It is not possible, for instance, to use the power to make rules under 
section 9(5) of the Act to impose on the Electoral Commissioner the function of conducting a poll or 
referendum . . .  

That is not an issue and I do not have a problem with that.  It is a minor technical issue.  If there is an issue, it 
can be rectified within a week or two.  The most important part of the letter reads - 
 Nor as a matter of policy can I support the proposal to have “voting by ticket” or for that matter a 

preferential vote . . . as I consider these procedures to be inappropriate.  I consider that the College is, 
and was always intended to be, pre-eminently, a professional body whose members are selected and 
elected for their professional contribution to education and not as members of blocs which may aim to 
maintain a particular sectional view within the College or for the College as whole.   
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Without a doubt that idea has generated from the emergence of bodies such as People Lobbying Against 
Teaching Outcomes, which last year gave so much anxiety and frustration to the government because of its 
flawed implementation of the courses of study.  It is a legitimate body that represents a significant proportion of 
the teaching fraternity of this state.  Again, it has been disfranchised.  I cannot see any logic behind the 
minister’s rationale.  Is it any wonder that, yet again, teachers feel alienated and that the government is against 
them?   I refer to a question I put to the minister yesterday about the cost of the postponed election.  My question 
was - 
 Has the Western Australian Electoral Commission billed WACOT for the postponed election? 
The answer was yes and the amount was $44 760.17.  I also asked whether the account had been paid and the 
minister replied “Not to my knowledge.”  I thought that a phone call from the minister’s office would establish 
whether the bill had been paid, but that is stretching the bounds of credibility.   

I ask members of the government whether they understand that teachers feel disfranchised.  They are paying a 
$70 mandated fee, year in and year out, but they are not getting any representation on WACOT.  Now the board 
has to pay $44 700 for a mistake they, the teachers, did not make and had nothing to do with.   

Is it any wonder that cynicism, negativity and disenchantment permeates the teaching profession; is it any 
wonder that we are talking about this state being 3 000 teachers short in five years; is it any wonder that we 
cannot fill our classrooms with teachers; is it any wonder that fewer students are taking up the profession; and is 
it any wonder that more teachers are leaving the profession?   

I call on the government yet again, as I have done on several occasions, to grant teachers their legitimate right to 
be represented on the WACOT board.  It must be granted as a matter of urgency.  It is not too much to ask.  Give 
teachers a legitimate voice, which they are entitled to, and show them some respect.  The government should 
draft the regulations next week, call the election and give teachers representation on the WACOT board by the 
end of second school term; that is, by about 30 June.  That is the challenge I give the government.  I will keep 
hounding the government on this.  Eight or 10 months is ridiculous.  There is absolutely no feasible excuse why 
those rules cannot be made into regulations in a matter of one or two weeks.  I will give the government a month 
to call the election.  In that event, there will be a sigh of relief across the teaching fraternity.  The government 
may even win a few favours from the teaching fraternity.  On behalf of the teachers of this state, I challenge the 
government to call an election of the WACOT board and give teachers a legitimate voice on that board by the 
end of second term of the 2007 school year.  

Water Supplies in South West - Adjournment Debate 

HON PAUL LLEWELLYN (South West) [5.15 pm]:  Yesterday was World Water Day.  I asked a number of 
questions without notice of the government today and I was quite alarmed at the answers I received, although to 
some extent the answers were not unexpected.  One question I asked noted that yesterday was World Water Day 
and I referred to the water shortage experienced in rural and regional Western Australia.  I asked how many 
tanker loads of water had been delivered to Walpole in the past few weeks.  Those members who know the south 
west know that Walpole is the most south-westerly town in the south west region.  Walpole in fact has the Valley 
of the Giants icon.  Walpole is at the centre of the range of the tingle forest.  The tingle forest exists because of 
the extremely high rainfall in the area.  The tingle forest hangs on to the very bottom of the south west corner 
precisely because it has a high rainfall.  In the past few months Walpole town has needed water trucked into it.  
Is this a failure in the management of the water source?  Is it a failure of planning?  Of course the answer to the 
two separate questions - whether it was a failure of management or of planning - was that on no account was it a 
failure of planning or management. 
I will tell members how many loads of water have been trucked into Walpole - six tanker loads a day.  Walpole 
is a community of between 800 and 900 people; that is, 800 or 900 people sitting in the wettest part of the south 
west region needing tanker loads of water trucked to them.  It is not only that.  Walpole is basically surrounded 
by national parks and reserves, although it does have a fairly large farming district, but it is inconceivable that a 
town like that cannot meet its water needs from stream flow.  However, that is happening. 
I asked the government another question about how many other towns have required water to be trucked in.  We 
can expect that from time to time towns in the wheatbelt and other low rainfall areas of Western Australia will 
occasionally need a few trucks of water.  Not so; that is not what is happening.  In fact today - the day after 
World Water Day - we found out that other towns such as Yarloop, Mullalyup, Northcliffe, Northampton and 
Yuna have all required water to be trucked in. 
I will refer to the south west region, because this issue is pertinent to the whole debate on the south west 
Yarragadee aquifer.  Yarloop has lost its water supply, I suspect primarily because of the lack of stream flow but 
also because of competition from the Alcoa refinery.  However, Mullalyup and Northcliffe!  I have been told 
over many years working in that region as an environmental planner that in the past Northcliffe had an 
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extraordinarily high rainfall.  The postmaster at Northcliffe has been measuring the rainfall over decades and he 
has noticed not only a systematic collapse in rainfall but also a decrease in stream flow.  It is of grave concern to 
Western Australia that as we enter into this new century we are witnessing a systematic collapse in not only 
rainfall but also stream flow.  This is very worrying.  An interesting aspect of my questions to the government is 
that these areas are also part of the south west Yarragadee system. 
Hon Robyn McSweeney asked a question of the government and referred to the Minister for Water Resources 
taking 1.5 gigalitres from the district of Nannup.  Nannup, again, is at the heart of the south west Yarragadee.  
The reason towns such as Bridgetown, Boyup Brook, Balingup, Greenbushes, Hester and Mullalyup are 
requiring emergency water supplies is not the low rainfall or stream flow but that infiltration into the south west 
Yarragadee has declined.  As a result of that, predictions about the potential sustainable yield for the Yarragadee 
must be thrown out of the water - or must be thrown overboard into the water!   
I have referred to the icon towns in the South West Region, which is the region I represent.  The towns are the 
places we all go down to for rest and recreation because they are green and cool.  If those towns are in a critical 
state in which they have insufficient water supply, what does that say about water management in the state, water 
planning in the state, and the future plans to tap into the Yarragadee and suck 45 gigalitres out of a system which 
currently has an allocation of 70 gigalitres and which will take us well beyond any reasonable and sustainable 
level?  It says to me that the notion of tapping into the Yarragadee makes absolutely no sense.  It certainly does 
not make any sense at this moment.  The Greens, through my office, have put on the table a five-page water plan 
for the state of Western Australia.  It contains a five-point plan.  That five-point plan suggests that with some 
good planning and management of our water resources we need not tap into the Yarragadee.  If we are to reduce 
the per capita consumption of water in Perth from 155 kilolitres down to just 120 kilolitres, we would simply not 
need to tap into the Yarragadee.  If we were to introduce other commonsense, practical measures to improve the 
efficiency of water use in the domestic, commercial, industrial and, very importantly, agricultural sectors, we 
would be able to achieve all the water services we require with a fraction of the water and we would not be 
setting up a $716 million pipedream to pump water out of a region that is clearly showing exactly the same signs 
of decline as is the Gnangara mound just north of Perth.  We should not be pinning hopes on an area that is in 
decline already. 

The simple take-home message is that the government should think of something else to do.  The Greens have 
put on the table a five-point plan that will have give some idea of how we can engage in water efficiency and 
engage in water conservation across all sectors of the economy and achieve a sustainable, long-term water 
service for Western Australia.  I and thousands of other people in the South West Region are very deeply 
concerned about the Western Australian government pursuing this pipedream to pump water from the south west 
Yarragadee to water the gardens of people in Perth.  Forty per cent of the water used in the Perth metropolitan 
region is used on gardens.  In effect, 40 per cent of the very expensive desalinated water from the desalination 
plant - the drinking water - is effectively being used on our gardens.  We very seriously need to address that and 
forget about tapping into the Yarragadee because it is unlikely to meet our needs beyond 2015. 

Question put and passed.   

House adjourned at 5.24 pm 

__________ 
 
 


